
In addition to introducing a new time limit for filing divisional
applications, the implementing regulations have
been amended to streamline the EPO search and
examination procedures. The EPO has introduced
new procedures for dealing with applications
which contain too many independent
claims or where the claims initially on file
are too unclear to be searched. The EPO has
also made responding to the content of the
European Extended Search Report
obligatory and requires applicants to
respond to objections raised by the EPO against 
PCT objections when a PCT application enters the
regional phase.

The Chartered Institute’s best selling A Guide to the EPC
2000 has been updated to account for all these changes.
As previously the guide contains an extensively annotated
and cross-referenced copy of the European Patent
Convention and Implementing Regulations, as well as the
Rules Relating to Fees, the Protocol on Jurisdiction, the
London Agreement and an updated thematic index of the

decisions and opinions of the Enlarge Board of Appeal. Articles and their most
relevant rules are printed together to enable them to be read in context. Practical commentaries illustrate
how the articles and rule interact in practice.
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